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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
P.O. BOX 69 WARDA, TX 78960
Sunday, November 8, 2020
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
GUESTS AND VISITORS: Welcome to Holy Cross and to today’s worship service.
Please register your attendance in the Fellowship Book, and please come and worship
with us again. If you have an interest in joining Holy Cross, please speak with Pastor
or one of our Elders.
The Gospel Prepares Us for Our Heavenly Bridegroom’s Coming
The Day of the Lord is “darkness, and not light” (Amos 5:18, 20) for all who trust in
their own righteousness and piety. The Lord will not accept their “burnt offerings and
grain offerings,” nor will He look upon their “peace offerings” (Amos 5:22). Instead, He desires a heart of faith that trusts in Him, which lets “justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream” (Amos 5:24) in love for the neighbor. In order for the
“lamps” of our lives to burn brightly with such love, we must be filled with the “oil”
of forgiveness through faith in our Bridegroom, Jesus Christ (Matt. 25:1–4). Therefore, as we await His coming, wisdom directs us “to the dealers” (Matt. 25:9), that is, to
the ministers of His Gospel. Thus, we wait upon the Lord, and we “encourage one another with these words” (1 Thess. 4:18). Waking or sleeping, we are prepared to meet Him
when He comes “with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of
the trumpet of God,” and “we will always be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17).
Prelude - Selected
The Ringing of the Church Bell
Words of Welcome

Opening Hymn:
“Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”
1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear!
The evening is advancing, And darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising, And soon He draweth nigh;
Up, pray and watch and wrestle! At midnight comes the cry.
2. The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go meet Him as He cometh, With hallelujahs clear.
The marriage-feast is waiting, The gates wide open stand;
Up, up, ye heirs of glory; The Bridegroom is at hand!
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Hymn 72

3. Ye saints, who here in patience Your cross and suff'rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory The Lamb ye shall behold;
In triumph cast before Him Your diadems of gold!
4. Our Hope and Expectation, O Jesus, now appear;
Arise, Desire of nations, O'er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption, That brings us unto Thee! Amen.

[please stand]
The Invocation
P: In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
C: ♫ Amen.
The Confession of Sins & Absolution
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us
forgiveness.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: ♫Who made heaven and earth.
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
C: ♫ And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto Thee that
we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against Thee by thought,
word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Thy grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: O most merciful God, who hast given Thine only-begotten Son to die for us,
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by
Thy Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and of Thy will and
true obedience to Thy Word, to the end, that by Thy grace, we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only
Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To them that believe on His
name, He gives power to become the children of God and has promised them His
Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us
all.
C: ♫Amen.
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The Introit: Psalm 84:1, 9-12, antiphon v. 3
Even the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O Lord of hosts,
my King and my God.
How lovely is your dwelling place,
O Lord of hosts!
Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of your anointed!
For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than dwell in the tents of wickedness.
For the Lord God is a sun and shield;
the Lord bestows favor and honor.
No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly.
O Lord of hosts, blessèd is the one who trusts in you!
Even the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O Lord of hosts,
my King and my God.
The Gloria Patri
Pg. 6ff.
♫ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
The Kyrie
♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy
upon us.
The Gloria in Excelsis
♫Glory be to God on high: And on earth peace, good will toward men. We
praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks
to Thee for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heavenly King. God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that
sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou only
art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art
most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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The Salutation & The Collect for the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: ♫ And with thy spirit.
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the
Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: ♫ Amen.
Old Testament Reading: Amos 5:18-24 (ESV)
18Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! Why would you have the day of the
Lord? It is darkness, and not light, 19as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him,
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him.
20Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness in
it?
21“I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept
them; and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look upon them.
23Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps I will
not listen. 24But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream.”
The Gradual: Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5
P: These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
C: They have washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.
P: Blessèd are those whose strength is in you,
C: in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
Epistle Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (ESV)
13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep,
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who
have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who
are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have
fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God.
And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
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caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will
always be with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.
[please stand]
C: ♫ Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Verse: Matthew 25:13
P: Alleluia. Watch therefore,
C: for you know neither the day nor the hour. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 (ESV)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
C: ♫ Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
1[Jesus

said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps
and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.
3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4but the wise took
flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became
drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come
out to meet him.’ 7Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the
wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to
the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and
the door was shut. 11Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open
to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13Watch therefore,
for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord..
C: ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
The Apostle’s Creed
Page 12
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
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From thence He will come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sermon Hymn:

“Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”

1. "Wake, awake, for night is flying,"
The watchmen on the heights are crying;
"Awake, Jerusalem, arise!"
Midnight hears the welcome voices
And at the thrilling cry rejoices:
"Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise?
The Bridegroom comes, awake!
Your lamps with gladness take! Hallelujah!
With bridal care Yourselves prepare
To meet the Bridegroom, who is near."
2. Zion hears the watchmen singing
And all her heart with joy is springing,
She wakes, she rises from her gloom;
For her Lord comes down all-glorious,
The strong in grace, in truth victorious;
Her Star is ris'n, her Light is come.
"Now come, Thou Blessed One,
Lord Jesus, God's own Son,
Hail! Hosanna!
The joyful call We answer all
And follow to the nuptial hall."
3. Now let all the heav'ns adore Thee,
Let men and angels sing before Thee
With harp and cymbals' clearest tone.
Of one pearl each shining portal,
Where, joining with the choir immortal,
We gather round Thy radiant throne.
No vision ever brought,
No ear hath ever caught,
Such great glory;
Therefore will we Eternally
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee. Amen.
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Hymn 609

The Sermon

“Getting Wise About Jesus”

[we stand]

The Offertory
♫ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast
me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit.
Amen.
Receipt of Offerings

Hymn:

“Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”

1. Rise, my soul, to watch and pray, From thy sleep awaken;
Be not by the evil day Unawares o'ertaken.
For the Foe, Well we know, Oft his harvest reapeth
While the Christian sleepeth.
2. Watch against the devil's snares Lest asleep he find thee;
For indeed no pains he spares To deceive and blind thee.
Satan's prey Oft are they Who secure are sleeping
And no watch are keeping.

3. Watch! Let not the wicked world With its pow'r defeat thee.
Watch lest with her pomp unfurled She betray and cheat thee.
Watch and see Lest there be Faithless friends to charm thee,
Who but seek to harm thee.
4. Watch against thyself, my soul, Lest with grace thou trifle;
Let not self thy tho'ts control Nor God's mercy stifle.
Pride and sin Lurk within All thy hopes to scatter;
Heed not when they flatter.
5. But while watching, also pray To the Lord unceasing.
He will free thee, be thy Stay, Strength and faith increasing.
O Lord, bless In distress And let nothing swerve me
From the will to serve Thee.
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Hymn 446

6. Therefore let us watch and pray, Knowing He will hear us
As we see from day to day Dangers ever near us,
And the end Doth impend-- Our redemption neareth
When the Lord appeareth. Amen.
The Prayers of the Day
Lord, You are our help and deliverer and to You we bring the prayers and petitions of
Your people, that You may grant to us all things good and needful and guard us
against all things evil and harmful.
That the Lord would rule over the darkness and shine His light over all the earth, that
those from many nations may be united as one people through Baptism and live together in faith, by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have
mercy.
That the Lord would grant us wisdom and courage, that we may be prepared at all
times to receive Him when He comes in His glory and that we may not be distracted
by earthly glories that fade away or disillusioned by earthly disappointments, which
will come to an end, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the Lord would give courage to all pastors as they preach and teach the Word of
the Lord, that all those who hear may believe, and that believing, they may live in
righteousness and godliness before the world and be kept to the day when Christ returns as Lord and Judge of all, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the governments of the world and our leaders would act justly and with mercy,
that we may be spared war and violence, and that we may use wisely and for the
Lord’s glory His gift of liberty and the abundant blessings He has poured out on our
land, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord would give aid and comfort to the sick, the suffering and those in their
last days, that He may grant healing according to His will and strength to bear up under the weight of loneliness or affliction, we pray especially for Curtis, David, Linda,
Jim, Alfred, Ruby, Dee, Jessie, those in our heart and on our continued prayer list, let
us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That we may not grieve as those who have no hope, that we may rejoice in the promise of the resurrection to life everlasting, and that we may encourage one another with
these words, especially the family of Curtis Davis, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have
mercy.
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That the Lord would look with favor upon our land and bless it with his life-giving
water that sustains all living things, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That we may be ready to receive the Lord when He comes again in glory, that the
Lord may open the hearts of those who have wandered away from the faith, and that
the Lord may restore those caught up in error’s maze, let us pray to the Lord: Lord,
have mercy.
That the Lord may hear and answer the prayers of His people and that we may be
content with His answer, trusting in His Fatherly will and wisdom to grant us all that
we need and all that will profit our salvation, let us pray in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Collect for the Word/Church
P: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning,
grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the
blessed hope of everlasting life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.
C: ♫ Amen.
The Benediction
P: The Lord bless Thee and keep Thee. The Lord make His face shine upon Thee
and be gracious unto Thee. The Lord lift up His countenance upon Thee and † give
Thee peace.
C: ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen.

The Closing Hymn:

“The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us”

1. The Bridegroom soon will call us: Come, all ye wedding guests!
May not His voice appall us, While slumber binds our breasts!
May all our lamps be burning And oil be found in store
That we, with Him returning, May open find the door!
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Hymn 67

2. There shall we see delighted Our dear Redeemer’s face,
Who leads our souls benighted To glory by His grace.
The patriarchs shall meet us, The prophets’ holy band,
Apostles, martyrs, greet us In that celestial land.
3. They will not blush to own us As brothers, sisters dear;
Love ever will be shown us When we with them appear.
We all shall come before Him, Who for us man became,
As Lord and God adore Him, And ever bless His name.
4. In mansions fair and spacious Will God the feast prepare
And, ever kind and gracious, Bid us its riches share.
There bliss that knows no measure From springs of love shall flow,
And never-changing pleasure His bounty will bestow.
5. Thus God shall from all evil Forever make us free,
From sin, and from the devil, From all adversity,
From sickness, pain, and sadness, From troubles, cares, and fears,
And grant us heavenly gladness And wipe away our tears. Amen.
Postlude
Outreach Thought
Matthew 25:1-13: Are you prepared? You might respond, “It depends on what I’m preparing for.” Since God promises to dwell among us to make His home among us in His new
heaven and new earth, isn’t all of life a preparation for our homecoming? Unfortunately, we
find ourselves preparing for everything but that, thinking that we will prepare for “that”
when “that time” comes. God’s Word tells us that the time to prepare is always “NOW!”
We are to encourage one another all the more as the Day approaches even nearer. We have
a WORD to share with the world that literally unpacks our bags and wants us to stay a
while rather than helps us prepare for the blessings of our homecoming. The world makes
us “unprepared” by draining us of the oil we need to be prepared by taking from us the one
thing needful: Jesus Christ! Boldly share Christ with the world, for when they have Him
and Him alone, they are prepared for the Day when He returns for His bride, His Church.
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bible Class this morning will continue our conversation based on a study from the
LCMS Office of National Mission called “Shepherding Our Strays.” It’s going to be a
time of reflection on how important it is for us (the branches) to be connected to Jesus (the vine) so that we might bear fruit! We’ll study how and why reaching out to
folks who have slipped away from regular worship is expected of Christians; and we’ll
work together to find creative and effective ways to care spiritually for our brothers
and sisters IN Christ who have found themselves OUTside His Church.
Pastor Beck will host the monthly Pastor’s circuit meeting this Tuesday, November
10th. Worship with the Pastors begins at 9:00 a.m. - everyone is invited to join them!
Amy Wagner Benefit Fundraiser
The Ladies Aid is sponsoring a dessert table at Amy’s benefit next Sunday. They
will be selling whole desserts for a free will offering, with all proceeds donated to
Amy's fund to help pay medical expenses. They are looking for donations of baked
goods and desserts. Donations may be dropped off at the table on Sunday morning
before church. If you need to drop off a dessert earlier than that, please contact
Rhonda Hentschel at 979-250-3437. If you have any questions before then, please
contact Cyndy Zoch at 979-966-3166.
Raffle tickets for Amy’s benefit are still available!! They are $10 each or 6 for $50.
You can get them at the church office or from any family member until November
24th. The drawing will be held on Thanksgiving Day.
The Holy Cross Couple’s Club will have their BBQ Chicken fundraiser on Sunday,
November 22nd. Pick up from 10:00-noon at the Holy Cross picnic grounds. Chickens are $9.00 each and 16oz cups are sauce are $2.00. Advance orders only by signing
up on the sheet in the narthex or calling the church office at 242-3333 by November
16th.
Thanksgiving Eve worship will be held on Wednesday, November 25th, at 7:00
p.m. Everyone is invited!
GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays - Immanuel Lutheran Church in Giddings will
again sponsor a two-hour special seminar entitled "Surviving the Holidays" for anyone facing the holidays after the death of a loved one. The session is nondenominational and Christ-centered. This helpful, encouraging seminar features video interviews with top Christian experts on grief recovery topics as seen from a biblical per12

spective and personal testimonies from people who have experienced the holidays
during bereavement. The video is combined with support group discussion of the
material presented during the video. Those who attend will receive a free book with
over 30 daily reading providing additional insights and ideas on holiday survival. This
event will be held Sunday, November 15th from 3-5 pm in the Fellowship Hall of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Giddings. We realize that Covid-19 is a big concern these
days. The Fellowship Hall is large enough for social distancing in seating and all are
encouraged to wear masks. Bottled water will be provided; participants can bring
snacks if they wish. Please contact Kathy Bartels if you have any questions or concerns at (512) 461-5442 and or email monniebartels@gmail.com.

Attendance Last Week
Worship: 101
Bible Class: 31
Sunday School: 11 November 4 MidWeek Worship: 23
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FAITH LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
Free Wednesday mornings?
Join us for our weekly Chapel Worship Service every Wednesday. Chapel begins at
10:30 am. Social distancing will be practiced. Please join us!!
Accreditation Visit
The FLHS community is anxiously preparing for our accreditation visit on November
8th - 10th. This visit was delayed last spring due to Covid, but we are so excited to
walk through this process as the ministry at FLHS continues to grow. Please pray for
the visiting team members and the accreditation process at FLHS.
Shadow Days
Shadow days are a great opportunity for prospective students to follow us for a day
and experience what FLHS is all about. Parents, call us today at (979) 242-2889 to set
up a shadow day for your child.
Junior High Game Night
FLHS will be hosting a game night for 7th and 8th grade students on Friday, November 13th from 6:00 pm until 9:00 pm at Faith Lutheran High School. We will have
lots of food, fun, and fellowship! It may look a little different this year, due to Covid,
but we are excited to host this memorable event. Parents, you must call FLHS to reserve your child’s spot at Game Night this year, as limited space will be available!
Please join us!
Thank you!
Everyone at FLHS is blessed by each gift that we receive from our supporters. It's not
about the size of the gift, but the cheerful attitude that gives thanks to God (2 Corinthians 9:7). Whether your gift seems big or small, it is greatly appreciated and makes a
bigger impact than you know!
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Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by June and Nancy Pietsch in
honor of their 28th wedding anniversary on November 7th.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR TODAY
Curtis Kieschnick, scheduled for back surgery on Monday
David Lehmann, recovering from multiple skin cancer surgeries
Linda Lehmann, waiting on test results
Jim Duke, home following hospital stay
Alfred and Ruby Bohot
Dee Tegtmeier, recovering from successful cataract surgery, next one on Nov. 19th
Jessie Mendoza, former Superintendent of the Fayette county sweetening plant and
pipeline and good friend of Dee Herbert and Howard Konetzke, fighting stage four
Lymphoma
All those on our continued prayer list
Allen and Dolores Wolf are rejoicing over the arrival of their great-granddaughter,
Brinkley Kay Phillbrook, on October 27th. Also rejoicing are parents Kayla and Garret Phillbrook and grandparents Melissa (Wolf) and Kenny Alford and Troy and
Christie Phillbrook.
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THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
November 8, 2020
Rev. Dustin Beck
Mr. John Gay
Mrs. Carol Schramm
Mr. Curtis Wedgeworth
Doug Lehmann, David Weishuhn, Allen Wolf
Andrew Davis

TODAY

Pastor
Lector
Organist
Audio/Video System
Elders on Duty
Acolyte

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES
8:30 a.m.
PreService Singing
9:00 a.m.
Divine Service
10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Pick Up Military Appreciation Meals

SUNDAY - TUESDAY—FLHS Accreditation Team Visit
TUESDAY

9:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Pastors Circuit Mtg. here (All invited to join for worship)
Pastor Beck/Organists

WEDNESDAY

10:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

FLHS Chapel
Jr. Confirmation
Bible Study

THURSDAY

9:00 a.m.

Sewing Circle

FRIDAY

6:00 p.m.

FLHS Game Night—7th/8th graders

Next Sunday

24th Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 a.m.
Divine Service w/Holy Communion
10:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Pick up plates for Amy Wagner Benefit
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